326                       Richelieu

declined to interest himself; he found time to at-
tend to the odds and ends of a paternal government
A lawless young officer with a band of retainers
seized a young lady in her own house and carried
her off. The mother did not go to the police, she
sent her tale of woe directly to the prime minister
and he himself despatched a letter to the offender,
bidding him at once to restore the maiden or incur
his severest displeasure. Such an order was promptly
obeyed, for no one dared to trifle with the Cardinal.
The young lady was returned to her mother's charge,
none the worse for her adventure, and the officer
continued in the service, apparently with his reputa-
tion unaffected by his escapade.

The Cardinal's elder brother left no offspring, the
second brother was a priest, and Richelieu was forced
to seek for heirs among his sister's children. The
Marquis of Bre*z6, a gentleman of good family and
fair ability, married one of Richelieu's sisters when
he was an unimportant bishop of the little diocese of
Lugon, but the alliance proved more advantageous
than the most flattering soothsayer would have dared
to predict. When Richelieu attained to power, he
took the fortunes of his brother-in-law in charge;
Br6z6 was made captain of the guard, a marshal of
France, the governor of Anjou, and afterwards of
Brittany. His son was selected by the Cardinal as one
of his legatees, and on him were bestowed the duchy of
Fronsac and numerous other possessions. When a
very young man he was made admiral of France and
a great career seemed before him, but at the age of
twenty-seven he was killed at the siege of Orbitello. His his testament ami the Loire became
